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Stairway to Heaven

Who By: Led Zeppelin

When: 1971

Genre: Rock/progressive rock

The lyrics of Stairway to Heaven are interesting both for the 
possible moral story implied in the opening verse but also how this 
meaning is obscured in the verses that follow. 

There’s a lady who knows all that glitters is gold and she’s buying a There’s a lady who knows all that glitters is gold and she’s buying a 
stairway to heaven. 

It is rare that you can find any over-arching view of life’s purpose 
that involves the entry to the kingdom of heaven being reliant on 
worldy goods, ‘it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven’. 

As the song progresses however the lyrics seem not to follow on As the song progresses however the lyrics seem not to follow on 
from this opening idea. 

Why might this be?
Does it matter and do we need to understand the original meaning 
behind the song for it to mean something to us? 



Troubleshooting

1) Changing hand position

In this music you need to shift your second finger to reach over and 
play the bottom note. This might be a new physical shape for you to 
make with your hand. Practise the following with the fingers 
indicated on the music:

2) Tied notes

In order for you to be able to play this music you will need to know 
how to read ‘tied notes’. Following your teacher’s explanation please 
clap the rhythms below:



3) Chromatic bass line

The bass line descends in semitones. This type of bass line, which 
features notes that are not normally in the key, is tricky to play. 
Practise the following fingering to help you play it. 

Question: which notes of the bass line are chromatic notes?




